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To the Honourable the Knights Citizens and Burgelſes, 
in Parliament Aſſembled 2 


TR humble Petition of Multitudes of POOR PRISONERS for Debt, that lic cloſe 
Confined in the KING's BENCH and FLEET; for and on the behalf of themſelves. and 
many Thouſand other the like Priſoners, in the ſeveral Priſons in London and Weſtminſter, 
and Suburbs thercof, and in the many Priſons in this Kingdom. - - 


Sheweth, | | 
HAT your Petitioners by inevitable Loſſes of divers natures, eſpecially. the great Abuſe 
| of the Coin, and the late. tedious War and its Fate both by Sca and Land, whuch were not 
to be prevented by haman Prudence or forcfight, haye been reduced eo Poyerty and 
were notwithſtanding by their mercileſs Creditors forced into the Priſons aforeſaid, and 
there have lain many of them ſcyeral Tears, in great Mifery and Want, to the utter Deſtruction'of 
themſelves and their Families, who, if your Pctitioners had been at liberty, might haye paid their 


Debts and been uſcful and of benefit to the Commonwealth of this Kingdom, but now arc a great 
Charge and Burden to the ſame. 


That it hath been computed that there are-ncar Sixty Thoufand Perſons actually Priſoners in. the 
ſeyeral Priſons of this Kingdom for Debr, who (and in a great meafure their Families alſo) are rend- 
red ufeleſs by their being Immurcd ; and inftead of being piticd and help'd by their Relations or Ac- 

uaintance, arc generally forſaken by them, in their Diſtreſs, or they ſoon grow weary of helping 
them : Many of the ſaid poor Priſoners haye neither Friends or Money to help them, bur live by 
Begging at the Grate, and arc 1n a much worſe Condition than the Common Beggars. are abroad, 
being ſcarcely able toſubſiſt thereon, ahd when that Charity fails, they ſtarve, as is well known, there 
being no care taken of them, and ſcarcely a week paſſing but ſome ſad Examples of that kind hath 
hap'ned jn ſome of the Priſons in or about London; as alſo in other Places, to che great ſhame and 
diſhonour of this Proteſtant Kingdom, "95 ds Janine thereof, frem many contageous and note 
ſom Diſtcmpers which oftentimes have their beginning in the places aforcſaid. 


That the Miſcrics of the aforcſaid Priſeners arc not to be expreſs'd,nor can be cone e.g thoſe who 

have not experienced them, Death being preferrable to fuch a Life. The faid Priſons are the 

bane of Induſtry, and ſerve only to renderPerſons every day lefs capable to pay their Debts: And 

your Pctitioners arc altogether. KY N ſclves, and do lift up their Hands and Hearts with pi- 
embly, for 


onger Cries to this Honourable ercy and Deliverance from their miſerable State and = 
Condition. _. | , a | pee yo Wy 


| That your Petitioners would gladly fubmit to any Enquiry. of Commiſſioners whomthis Honourable 
Houſe ſhould chink fit to appoint, to examine what their Conditions and Circumſtances are, and how 
they came by their Loffes aforeſaid, and to be Relieved ſuitable to what ſhould be adjudged fir & reafor 
nable for them, according to the laudable*Cuſtom of other Nations. = | 6:4 


Your Petitioners moſt humbly Implore Tov ons Confideration of their ſad and miferable Con- 
ditions, and that Your Honours will afford them ſome Relief in the Premiſles,” cirhet, by, - * 
cauſing them to be diſcharged from their Confinement, nnder ſuch" able Condi 2 

tions as Your Honours ſhall -adjudge moſt fit, or by ſome ſpec h ' 

their Support and Maintenance, cithcr from their Creditors, who detain them againſt all 

\ - Reaſon and Conſcience, or otherwiſe az in Your ſage Wiſdoms ſhall be found to be moſt 

convenient ; And that a'Bill may bo brought in accordingly, that your Petitioners may. 
not be in a worſe condition than the Beafts of the Field,or the meaneſt Reptile of the Earth, 
who hayc liberty toſcek their Food abrpad whulſt your Petitioners arc immured without _ - 
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And your Peririoners. (as io all Duty bound) will foreycr pray;, Ah, 
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